REPORT OF THE SUDAN MEDICAL SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 1944
The state of public health throughout the year was satisfactory. Cerebro-spinal meningitis occurred as sporadic cases, only reaching epidemic proportions in certain parts of Equatoria. Smallpox was limited to only a small number of cases, though prevalent in the neighbouring countries, obviously due to the high degree of protection of the population by vaccination. The country was constantly exposed to the spread of typhus from Egypt for most of the year, but owing to strict quarantine and delousing of the exposed population, its incidence was almost negligible. There was no case of yellow fever; the campaign against sedes mosquitoes is now an important part of the work of the public health service. The only epidemic which caused worry was relapsing fever, whose incidence has considerably increased during the last few years and which necessitated the emplojrment of a large staff for delousing and giving mobile treatment. There is some evidence that rectal schistosomiasis is increasing in the Gazira and may have possible effect on public health, for unlike urinary schistosomiasis it can become a serious disease. Legislation has been passed making notification and treatment compulsory. Kala-azar in the Sudan has still a large mortality, and attempts are being made to discover more effective lines of treatment. Malaria remained one of the major public health problems although there was on the whole a slightly lower incidence of the disease than in 1943. Anti-malaria work was extended further throughout the country. The incidence of venereal diseases also remained high, and it is considered that tuberculosis should be tackled as soon as possible. 
